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BILLY GRAHAM CONFIRMS HIS OPINION
UNBELIEVERASYBESAVEW/ITHOWHAITHNCHRIS®
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In an interview published iNewsweeknagazine, August 14, Billy Graham confirmed his misguided opinion

that men might be saved without faith in Jesus Christ. When asked whether he believes heaven will be “close
Jews Muslims,Buddhists Hindusor seculampeople,”Grahanreplied:“Thosearedecisionsonly the Lord will

make.It would befoolish for meto speculateon who will bethereandwhowon't... | don'twantto speculate

about all that. | believe the love of God is absolute. He said he gave his Son for the whole world, and | think h
loves everybody regardless of what label they have” (“Pilgrim's ProgidsasweekAug. 14, 2006). No one

would disagree that God will make the decision about man's eternal destiny, but the fact is that He has alreac
made that decision and has revealed it in the Scriptures. It is not speculation to believe the Bible. God does
indeed love all sinners and Christ died to make it possible for them to be saved, but the other side of the coin
thatonly thosewho repentandtrust Christwill be saved Nothingis moreplainly statedin Scripture.“He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John
3:26).“He thathaththe Sonhathlife; andhethathathnotthe Sonof
Godhathnotlife” (1 John5:12).“Neitheris theresalvationin any

other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men,
wherebywe mustbe saved”(Acts 4:12).“And hesaiduntothem,Go

yeinto all theworld, andpreachthe gospelto everycreature He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned” (Mark 16:15-16). “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8).
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the
first beganto be spokenby the Lord, andwasconfirmeduntous by
themthatheardhim” (Hebrews2:3). “Seethatye refusenot him that
speakethFor if theyescapedotwho refusedhim thatspakeon earth,

much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that
speakettirom heaven’(Hebrewsl2:25).The secondchapterof

Ephesians describes the condition of every individual apart from
regeneratindaith in JesusChrist. Theyare“deadin trespasseandsins” (Eph.2:1); theywalk “accordingto the
princeof the powerof theair” (Eph.2:2); theyare“by naturethe childrenof wrath” (Eph.2:3); theyhave“no
hope”andare“without Godin theworld” (Eph.2:12).Withoutfaith in Jesu<Christ,thereis no hope.Thatis
theteachingof God'sWord, andit is everyevangelist'sesponsibilityto warnthe peopleto be savedbeforeit is
eternallytoo late.




ALARMING CHURCH DROP OUT
STATISTICS AMONG YOUTH
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FrankPagethe newly electedpresidenpf the SoutherrBaptistConvention saysheis disturbedby the high

numberof youngpeoplewho dropout of church(*SBC LeaderAlarmed,” Faith NewsNetwork, August8,
2006).In 2002,the SBC'sCouncilon Family Life reportecthatroughly 88 percentof
evangelical children are leaving church shortly after they graduate from high sch
Thatis afrightful statistic!A major problemis thatsomanyyoungpeoplewho grow
up in churches are Christianized rather than born again, and in many cases the
separatiorfrom theworld, sothattheyareinfluencedby theworld morethanthey
areinfluencedby the Word of God. Thisis whathappenedo me.I grewupin
SoutherrBaptistchurchesmadea professiorof faith atage10or 11, wasbaptized
and became a church member; but there was no repentance toward God, no ra
change of mind that results in a change of life, and therefore no salvation. Biblic
salvation is not merely believing; the devils believe and even tremble; a so-calleq
“faith” in Christthatdoesnotresultin holinesss not savingfaith (Jame<:17-20).
Biblical salvationis “repentanceéowardGod,andfaith towardour Lord JesusChrist”
(Acts 20:21). Most “evangelical” and even fundamentalist churches are not carefufrank Page

enough about whether or not children and young people are truly regenerated, and they

are too busy pampering and entertaining them to disciple them in a biblical fashion. Another major problem is
the strange practice of sending children from Christian homes to the public schools to be brainwashed in
humanism and immersed in sin. The education in sin that | received in public school far exceeded that which |
received for righteousness in the church. By God's mercy | was converted at age 23, but only after | had drun
deeplyof thedregsof sin, which left deepandpermanenscars spiritual, physical,andemotional.

U2 AVOIDS TAXES
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The rock band U2 has moved a portion of its multi-million dollar busines

outof its nativecountryof Irelandfor tax purposeskFollowing the example
of the Rolling Stones, U2 has moved a large part of its business to Holl
avoid paying higher taxes in Ireland. U2's lead singer, Bono, has lecture¢
governments on the necessity of giving more foreign aid to Africa. He p
his socialistic agenda at the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington,
on February? of this year.He is browbeatinghe developedationsto
forgive the debts of African nations, ignoring the fact that the major part
Africa’s problemwith povertyandAIDS is demonworship,rampant
immorality, and political corruption, none of which can be changed throuj}
foreign aid. Socialists like Bono want to use the government to do their good

workswith otherpeople'smoney,but whenit comestime to stepup andpay his own taxes,the multi-

millionaire rock star runs to the nearest tax haven. Joan Burton, Irish Labour's finance spokesman, said: “Hav
listenedto Bonoonthe necessityfor thelrish Governmento give moremoneyto IrelandAid, of which

approve] amsurprisedhatU2 arenot preparedo contributeto the Exchequeon afair basisalongwith the

bulk of Irish taxpayers'(“U2 Move Their Assetsout of Ireland,” LondonTelegraph August8). Indeed.
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METHODISSE&NOINTDECLARATIONUSTIFICATION
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On July 23 representatives of the World Methodist Conference, meeting in Seoul, South Korea, signed the

“Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification,” an agreement that was reached in 1999 between the
Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church. This
declaration, which is the product of ecumenical dialogue, is a cleverly
worded document that defends the false Catholic sacramental gospel in
every point. The Roman Catholic Church is changing absolutely nothing
it hasprofessedo believeaboutjustification. The 16th-centuryCouncil

of Trentcursedanyonewho would dareto saythatjustificationis by

faith alone through grace alone by Christ's completed atonement alone,
and this ecumenical declaration does not draw back from that one iota.
Notice Canon 12 and 24 from Trent's Canons Concerning Justification:
“If anyonesaysthatjustifying faith is nothingelsethanconfidencean

divine mercy,which remitssinsfor Christ'ssake or thatit is this
confidencealonethatjustifiesus,LET HIM BE ANATHEMA” (Canon
12).“If anyonesaysthatthejusticereceiveds not preservedindalso
notincreasedeforeGodthroughgoodworks, but thatthoseworksare
merelythe fruits andsignsof justification obtained but not the causeof its increaseLET HIM BE

ANATHEMA” (Canon24).If the RomanCatholicChurchweresuddenlyto agreewith non-Catholicghat

salvation is by grace alone through faith alone by Christ's complete and all-sufficient sacrifice alone WITHOU
WORKS OR SACRAMENTSOR BAPTISM OR PRIESTHOOD,jt would bring the cursesof its own popes
andcouncilsuponits head.It hasnot donethat. The JointDeclarationon the Doctrineof Justificationdoesnot

teach that “justifying faith is nothing else than confidence in divine mercy, which remits sins for Christ's sake,
thatit is this confidencealonethatjustifiesus” nor doesthe JointDeclarationdenythatjustificationis
“increasedbeforeGodthroughgoodworks.” Thatthe majority of LutheransandMethodistsnow agreewith

Rome's false gospel is clear evidence of their complete apostasy. (For more on this see “Liberal Lutherans ar
RomanCatholicsAgreeto Denythe Gospel,”http://www.wayoflife.org/fbns/jointdeclaration.htjn

WHY DOESN'TGOD ANSWERPRAYERIMMEDIATELY?
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It is possibleto getdiscouragedn one'sChristianlife dueto the factthatansweregrayerdoesnot always

comequickly, butthereis areasorfor this. Primarily, it is to testour faith. God hasordainedthatthe Christian

live this presentife by faith andnot by sight. Hebrewsl11:6 saysthat“without faith it is impossibleto please

him.” In Romans 8:18-25, Paul mentioned the sufferings and corruption of this present life and concluded thai
thebelieveris subjectto thesethingsbecauséwe aresavedby hope:but hopethatis seenis nothope”
(RomansB:24).ThelLord JesuLhristsaidto Thomaswho refusedo believeunlesshe sawtheresurrected
Christwith his own eyes:“Thomas,because¢houhastseenme,thouhastbelieved:blessedaretheythathave
notseenandyet havebelieved”(John20:29).Five timesin the Gospeldghe Lord Jesusvarnedaboutthose

who have‘little faith.” Jamesl:2-4and1 Peterl:6-7teachusthatthe sufferingsof thislife try ourfaith and
producepatienceThisis why prayeris notansweredmmediately If Godansweredhe believer'sprayers
immediately, he would never suffer or have any lack and would not, therefore, have to live by faith. We alway:
cry out to God as soon as trouble comes, when we are sick or have a financial need or desire a change in the
weather, and if God always answered immediately we would never suffer or have any lack and would therefol
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live by sightratherthanby faith. Further,if thebeliever'sprayersnvereansweredlwaysandimmediately,
unbelieversvould seethis andwould be savedby sightratherthanby faith. But the Bible saysthatsalvationis

by faith (John20:30-31;Eph.2:8-9).Happily, thereis oneprayerthat God doesanswerquickly, andthatis the
prayerof Psalm138:3.“In thedaywhenl criedthouansweredsine,andstrengthenedshe with strengthin my

soul.” Observehatthisis azealousgarnesprayer.The Psalmistsaysthathe “cries” outto God,andin the

very daythathe doesthis God answerdyy strengthenindnim with strengthin his soul. God doesn'talwaystake

away the believer's problems and sufferings, but He always gives strength to go through the problem if we loc
to Him in stedfast faith and earnestly seek His grace.

OLD-TIME CONVERSIONCOMES
THROUGHOLD-TIME PREACHING
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The following is excerpted from Harry Ironside's Commentary on

Revelation: “What is needed everywhere is a great revival of decided gospel
preaching, pressing home on the consciences of men and women their lost

8 condition,despitechurchmembershipif theyhavenot personallyreceived
theLord Jesu<Christ. TheWord says, Breakup [the] fallow ground'(Jer.
4:3;Hos.10:12);sownotamong'thorns.'We oftenhearpeoplesaythat

they would like to see more old-time conversions. Well, first there must be
the old-time preaching of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the lost
condition of all men by both nature and practice, until the old-time
conviction will seize upon the souls of Christless men and women, and then
the old-time gospel will be hailed as the only relief.”

CONCLUSION:Friendsin Christ,do not bediscouragedby any of this. It is God'swill thatwe know thetimes

(1 Ch.12:32;Mat. 16:3)andthatwe be aswise asserpentandharmlessasdoves.Thesethingsremindusthat

the hour is very late, and we need to be ready for the coming of the Lord. Are you sure that you are born agal
Are you living for Christdayby day?“And that,knowingthetime, thatnow it is high time to awakeout of

sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
thereforecastoff the works of darknessandlet us puton the armourof light. Let uswalk honestly asin the

day; notin rioting anddrunkennesgsjotin chamberingandwantonnesspotin strife andenvying.But putye on
theLord Jesu<Christ,andmakenot provisionfor theflesh,to fulfil theluststhereof’(Rom.13:11-14).This
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