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WE ARE WHAT WE READ

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,October20, 2006, http://www.wayoflife.org
To a large degree the saying is true that “you are what you read.” | was reminded of this recently when

Christianity Today published a list of the “top 50 books that have shaped evangelicals.” The report began:
“People and movements can be defined by the books they read and remember. The
time it takes to read and digest a book requires us to engage someone else's idfe s s e
moreseriousnesthanalmostany otheractivity” (Christianity Today, Oct.2006). El]rlstlalllt}f[ﬂ[f]a}lr
This is certainly true, and it is a loud warning to fundamentalists and independ
Baptists. Many have become New Evangelicals by reading New Evangelical lite
non-critically. | have often been amazed when visiting bookstores on the camp
fundamentalist schools to see the same compromising New Evangelical (or wo
authorsthatyoufind in thetypical ecumenicabookstoresandthereis nowarning. |
Christianity Today's book nominations were made by “dozens of evangelical lead!
who submittedtheir suggestionsT hetitles thatwereselectedeflectthe broad,
ecumenical, non-judgmental, doctrinally and morally confused nature of today's ElIL___
evangelicalism. No. 3 on the list is C.S. Lewis's “Mere Christianity,” which teacl
that Christianityis like ahousewith manyrooms(e.g.,a Baptistone,a Methodist
one, an Anglican one, a Roman Catholic one, etc.) and that the individual Christian is free to choose the room
that most pleases him but he should not criticize those who live in different rooms. No. 6 is “The Living Bible”
by KennethTaylor, who took frightful libertiesin creatinghis paraphrasandwho brokethe groundfor the
o slewof inaccuraté’dynamicequivalency’versionghatflood the markettoday. No.
® / 7 is “Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger” by Ron Sider, one of the many voices that
| AWR!NKLE [N TIME ha\{e_z convinced today_‘s evangelic_als tha_t the Qreat Cqmmission has a broad socio-
Madeisine L'Engle political aspectNo. 11is “Celebrationof Discipline” by RichardFoster,a Quaker
. / whois attheforefrontof the currentevangelicafrenzy over Catholicstyle spiritual
s | disciplines. No. 12 is “Power Evangelism” by John Wimber, who taught the delusion
that to be truly effective, evangelism must be accompanied by signs and wonders. Nc
19is “The Costof Discipleship”by Dietrich Bonhoeffer,oneof thefathersof the
" heresy of neo-orthodoxy. No. 20 is “A Wrinkle in Time” by Madeleine L'Engle,
4 librarianandlay preacheatthewretchedlyapostateCathedrabf St. Johnthe Divine
3 in New York City. No. 23is “All We'reMeantto Be” by LethaScanzoniafeminist
who advocateshe ordinationof womenandapprovesundercertainconditions,of
lesbianism and sex outside of marriage. No. 30 is “Roaring Lambs: A Gentle Plan to
: b Radically Change Your World” by the late Robert Briner, one of the father's of the
A Wrinkle in Time ranked  Christianrock philosophythatadvocateshat Christiansembracethe cultureasa
asthe 20th mostinfluential ~ way to reachthe unsavede.g.,becomearapperto reachrappersanda sportsfanatic
book of the last S0years g reach the sports fanatic and a ballerina to reach ballet lovers. No. 32 is “The Cros

lical : A :
érr?ﬁgt?aenvsange ea and the Switchblade” by David Wilkerson, who has greatly popularized the
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unscriptural Pentecostal doctrine and practice among evangelicals. No. 34 is “This Present Darkness” by Fra
Peretti,”a popularizerof the unscripturalkcharismatic-stylepiritualwarfare.No. 39 is “Desiring God” by John
Piper,andthe Christianity Today editorsaysit all whenhe observes;Who expecteda CalvinistBaptistto
redeemhedonisntor Christ?”No. 42is “The PurposeDriven Life” by Rick Warren,who haspromotedthe

New Evangelicaljudge not” philosophyto multitudes.No. 44 is “The Gospelof the Kingdom” by George

Ladd, who promoted the ancient heresy of amillennialism to large numbers of evangelicals. These are indeed
typesof booksthathaveshapedevangelicalisnoverthe pastfew decadeshutif | weretheml wouldn'tadmit

it.

FOURTH CATHOLIC DIOCESE IN AMERICA FILES FOR BANKRUPTCY

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,October20, 2006, http://www.wayoflife.org

On October 10 the Roman Catholic diocese of Davenport, lowa, became the fourth American diocese to file f
bankruptcyprotectionfrom lawsuitspertainingto abusivepriests.Priestly
sexual abuse cost the Roman Catholic Church in America at least $467
million in 2005. That is the finding of an audit released by the Conferen
Catholic Bishops. There were 783 “new and credible allegations of sexi
abuseby clergy” lastyear,downfrom 1,092in 2004.Thetotal numberof o
accusations of sex abuse since 1950 is 12,000 (“Abuse Cost Churches :
Boston Globe, March 31, 2006), and the cost has exceeded $1.2 billion.
conservative Catholic organization documented this wretched business

the fall/winter 2002 issue of the magaziheMajorem Dei Gloriam,

observing: “... the overwhelming majority of sexual abuse cases in the
Catholic Church--about 90%--involve homosexual priests preying on % A
teenage boys. The major media and the U.S. culture at large wantto d%" |
spin the homosexual factor out of the scandal.” We would also commei
thatthejudicial systemin Americais nearlyascorruptasthesechild-
abusing Catholic priests. If a “minister” is guilty of a heinous crime, that > 4
minister should be held liable and should pay for his crime, and if a fellowavenpoIrt Bishop William
“clergyman”is foundto havecontributedo the crime by trying to coverit  Franklin

up, thenhe,too, shouldbe madeto pay.But anentiregroupof churches

shouldnot be bankruptedoy greedylawyersasthe presensystemunjustly allows. The Americanjudicial

system is no longer about justice for those who have been wronged; it is about money, which it drains from
every victim that falls into its uncaring clutches.

HOLY BONLS

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,October20, 2006, http://www.wayoflife.org(Friday

Earlier this month the heart of John Viannney, an alleged Roman
Catholic saint who died 220 years ago, was displayed in the Cure
Ars Parishin Merrick, New York. Two linesof parishionerknelt I
before the heart in an act called “veneration.” This is pure paganis

We don't come to God through bones or “saints”; we come througsss
the shedblood of Jesu<Christ,the only MediatorbetweenGodand
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man.“Having therefore prethrenpoldnesgo enterinto the holiestby the blood of Jesus'(Hebrews10:19).

There is not one hint in the Bible that Christians are to save the bones of the dead and make keepsakes of th
for any purposewhatsoeverThis is pagamandoccultic. Whenthe first martyr Stepherdied, the churchat
Jerusalendid not keephis bones.Theydid not hackoff afew piecesanddistributethemto the otherchurches.
Theyburiedtheman(Acts 7:2). All of him! Evenin Old Testamentimesthe bonesof believerswerenotkept
andincorporatednto their worship.The body of Josephwaskept, notto usein worshipbutto carryto the

Promised Land so that he could have a proper burial there (Gen. 50:25; Exodus 13:19; Joshua 24:32). God
buriedthe body of Mosesto preventany possibility that his boneswould be usedasholy relics (Deut. 32:5-6).

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen” (1 John 5:21).

MUSLIMS LOOKING FOR “PERFECT MAN OF PEACFE”

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,October20, 2006, http://www.wayoflife.org
Many Muslims are looking for the “Imam Madhi” or “Saviour of Times” who will be a perfect man of peace to
usherin anewsociety.In his speectbeforethe United NationslastmonthlranianpresidentMahmoud
Ahmadinejad concluded with these words: “| emphatically declare that today's world, more than ever before,
longs for just and righteous people with love for all humanity; and above all longs for THE PERFECT
RIGHTEOUSHUMAN BEING AND THE REAL SAVIOR who hasbeen
promised to all peoples and WHO WILL ESTABLISH JUSTICE, PEACE
AND BROTHERHOODON THE PLANET. Oh, Almighty God...
[b]estowuponhumanitythatthirstsfor justice, THE PERFECTHUMAN
BEING promised to all by you, and make us among his followers and among
those who strive for his return and his cause”(“Iran Leader's U.N. Finale
Reveals Apocalyptic View,WorldNetDaily, Sept. 21, 2006). Ahmadinejad
claimed that he was bathed in a green light from heaven during the speech.
According to the Bible, the Antichrist will come on the scene with a

' breathtaking peace program and a promise of brotherhood for all men. An
impressive and brilliant man, he will appear to have solved the Middle East crisis, but after three and a half
years he will break his covenant and will rule the world with an iron fist for a short period before the real Princ
of PeacethelLord Jesu<Christ, returnsto establistHis righteouskingdomon earth.“For the mysteryof
iniquity dothalreadywork: only hewho now lettethwill let, until he betakenout of theway. And thenshall
thatWickedberevealedywhomthe Lord shallconsumewith the spirit of his mouth,andshalldestroywith the
brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and
lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not
love of thetruth, thatthey might be saved And for this causeGodshallsendthemstrongdelusion thatthey
should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness” (2 Thessalonians 2:7-12).

GOD'S PLAN FOR THIS WORLD'S CIVILIZATION
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The following is from William R. Newell's commentary on the book of Revelation: “We need to consider, that
God hates what men call 'civilization," and ‘human progress'! all man's systemidsisphy (which has self-
wisdom as its postulate); higience (which discovers '‘Nature' and denies its Creator)yhiévhich demands

the beautiful in form, but abhors holiness in fact);imigntions (designed, from Cain's day onward, to make

earth livable without God); higligion (which denies God's righteousness and hates God's Christ and His shed
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blood); his government (which hasno placewhateverfor the King who patientlyawaits,uponHis Father's

throne, the moment when He shall receive the throne to which He only has the right) and, finally, those
pleasures which man delights in--all of which consists in the indulgence of that 'mind of the flesh' which is
‘enmityagainstGod.' TheLord will shortlystrike,crush,destroy wipe out, effaceandremoveevenfrom

memory this hateful, abhorrent, abominable thing--man's ‘independence'! 'Thy will be done, as in heaven, so i
earth,'will becarriedoutto theletter! And thatinvolvescrushingthe presenearthsystemasonewould stamp

outa nestof wasps.”™And in thedaysof thesekings shallthe God of heaversetup akingdom,which shall

never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consum
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever” (Daniel 2:44).

GOD IS SINGING BEATLES SONGS?

Friday ChurchNewsNotes,October20, 2006, http://www.wayoflife.org
Theworld of ContemporanChristianMusic growsstrangemwith eachpassingyear.OneCCM videoalbum
featuregheBeatlessilly song“l Wantto Hold Your Hand”
performed as if the Lord is singing it to believers. This is on the
video of the “Heart of David Conference on Worship & Warfare”
i sponsoredy Rick Joyner'sMorning Starministries.The worship
|| leaders are Leonard Jones, Kevin Prosch, and Suzy Wills. At the end
"l of theconferencewhenJonegerformedhis versionof “I Wantto
|| Hold Your Hand,” which he sings as if it were a message from God,
thebandmembergestifiedthattheyfelt agreatheaton the stage
+ and then a cloud appeared, followed by a sweet fragrance. They
concludedhatit wasa demonstratiorof the Lord'spleasureatthe

- Beatlessongandthe people'ssnthusiasticesponsdo it, butit is
morelikely thatit wasa demonstratiomf the devil'sexcitementat the blasphemyof professingChristians
puttingthe wordsof the Beatlesinto the mouthof thethrice holy God!

CONCLUSION:: Friendsin Christ,do not bediscouragedby anyof this. It is God'swill thatwe know the
times(1 Ch.12:32;Mat. 16:3)andthatwe be aswise asserpentandharmlessasdoves.Thesethingsremind
usthatthehouris very late,andwe needto bereadyfor the comingof theLord. Are you surethatyou areborn
again?Are you living for Christday by day?“And that,knowingthetime, thatnowit is high time to awakeout

of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let
thereforecastoff theworksof darknessandlet usput onthearmourof light. Let uswalk honestly asin the
day;notin rioting anddrunkennessjotin chamberingandwantonnessyotin strife andenvying.But putye on
the Lord Jesu<Christ,andmakenot provisionfor theflesh,to fulfil theluststhereof”(Rom.13:11-14).This
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